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Tt will be abserval that the Bauk of England
dved the rate of discount yestérday to 6 per
cent,

Veslerday the Empcmr ..‘.u...-a the French
Cliamber

of thie suomst v bridge over the St Lawreuce, the
engineer bl to coutend with a rusking current,

ith the annual formation of ice of from four to
fien fet i, and it e lieapivg up of that
ice into drifting bergs.

the briiging of the

L'\u:c hiad to be spauned on the auspension pria-
d in some of the bigh l=vz! bridges of
5 Caltod Ssts the slevasen and span are
50 great that, when we e stereoscopic
ures of them we are lled with wonder to
k that stroctures which thus siride over
valleys, and miake a level way in mid-air from
i € been tore heard of
It seerns strange that
a nation whoso lfetime has not as_yet equalled

i us

bave completed architectural works worthy of

fous th question why, il the Americans, in
their half. 4 country, have achieved so
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with au clogacnes and an earneatuess which will
eomvince the Czar, i hois till smenable tothe dic
that the ralorof Funce s ot a

Tho Emperor docs
mean war just yet. Howill try what dxphnnucycmn
o forthouy oo but lttle litherto
ll faith in ity potency, espocially if wi
rongh the instrumentality of a European Cou-
Tosuch a tribunal, therofore, he sugzests
That.the Polish question should be submitted
for solution, aul he fiatters himself that to the
g o this Congress Russin will not dors b
But if, contrary to his sau-
ine anticipations, Russi should i R

her wagwardness, what then ! Well,
Dot cxactly iy what the immediate conse-
quences il be, buthe saga enough to s wih
He does notin

in Lis estimation they shanld be.
50 many words threate:
oliti

stances—but amid the courtly phraseoloz
which ho clothes his thoughta, it in aot difficult
diszover that the upies &

place in the Tmpe Paria papers
of It evening generally uaite in praising the

Tmperial_specdh, and not. without. reason, for
ough Uies sy be Ulgs it mpey ko el
wwhole, it breathon u pacific and

Sntionte tons

For some dis pst the nume of Lord Pat-
xed up wih a piees
Gal \Cuizh maul lase booe piguAntIF 1t Tad
nm. ineritle. Thak b i b called 1
i o etion for divorce s certain,
ot the assat. for he esponieat “not oty
“wholly and aclemily denicn art of
“ petition, but waits quietly for mmmu.l.ne
‘séapoure which ihe potoner seeme deirocs
30 et om himeclt > Tho vist of lis Lord,
+hip o Windsor, and Lk seetanco of an favi
tation to the Lord Mayor's Lnnquet on Monday

[lochota silaas. il baloys Ll o B
watter ans seprocke,

Tt will b observed with regret by the friends
of the working.classcs that the Workiug Men's

only fifty working men having off
collegians during tho presout sei
that this will ipiog et ou the Free
Library movement, tho opponents of which will
turn to acsount the wnfortunate listory of the
Watt Institution, aud the now defunct Working
Men's Colleg

THE BRIDGING OF THE FRITHS.

Tn thieso days whon time ia distance, the ques-
ton of bridgiag both tho Frith of Forth and the
Frith of Tay ia only a question of time, sud we
apprehiend that the period when it will force it-
slf pan the attention of capialnis mnnol be
very remote.
Tatins ien n e saising pultn of Dunos
on the railroad system of Scotlaud.  Most liter-
ag, fax away from the
main route southwards, while, from its geogra-
phical position, itought to be on tho direct route.
To reach London from Dundee, or Dundee from
London,is the pursuit of progress under difficul-
tien. To reach Loudon we aliould go sontlcast
a2 thtorow fiat, wherssaws aro whisked away
southerr our destivation were Ireland,
1o oo Ak b skadwacds’ sgi natil ws
liave got a glimpse of tho waters of the Trish
Channel. The train ia handled like a ship that
Bas to beat loulh'anh againat a stiff head-vind,
and the firs i
ke ek Sanis toiched ahec i wagoround
aud ke for the Geraan Ocean. n this detour

made by a railway train iL it & pruvaklug onom
aly. Let us illustrate the matter by & homely
couperiaon, England speeads inta the North
Sen eastwards, liko the lower portion of a leg of
matiah, ol whiah leg Seathud s the sarrow
upper part n yet, when we
v e Continental o e 1

‘i bulgoslalf yoas sorows towads Aotwerp,

ul bere to neution the cause of this
vexatious cireumlocution.  Figure a couplo of
gaps awkowardly hewn by some hungry fellow in
the upper part of the mutton log we have ima-
gined, and we havo au iwage of the two g

i in tho and by ho two Frithn of Farth and
Tay. The prescnce of these arms of the se in-
o wlt mulr voyages ebween e
traveller and bis destination, and the time lost
in the peciormance of fhee farios ps-

tages reconciles passongors 30 complotely
to the axiom, s distance,”  that
they are induced to ok e provec I petion

anl to substtute distancs for time, by going
round by Curlisle.  Nor is the fault one only
folt by us in the worth. In o dousely-popu-
Iated castern counties of Eogland, the inhal
tanta are almost as thoronghly away from the
mm“gn routes northwards as if they lived in a
I mait o gt from Loudon to
York than from Yarmoath to the sme city—a
reflestion which paints To the ultimato bridging
o tat English frith the Humber, and to the
formation of au Eant Conat thoroughfare, which
shall in reality, as well as in uame, be on the
east side of the ilanil.
Tn the presence of the great things that I
ke A 1 ol i smmpailag brdgss I
America and in Wales wo can soe no serious
diffculties in the way of bridging the Tay.
v is, iko that of the St Law-

erries is so
wo_should
n the whols

much, we, in this old aud rich and compuct little
, should hesitate to throw a brilge over
the Tay. That the business beg ross i ac
knowledged by all who feel the insular position
f our costorn towns, and that the requisite
work might now be completed far more econo-
ically than were the ﬂpznmanlul structures
il be acknowledged by all
‘Somo your g0, whets o fhrongh railway sy
tem was only about to be introduced in this
quarter, Mc Pariavi Marmicey, of Gous

bighty pe
e e queatiancd, hawever, whethee Mugirimm
s nur e best place for the purpose. It
considered whether, sinee Mugdrum ws
named, Dunduo has not taken a position of such
jmportance aa should materially modify
the original plan.
liberation  whether a firmer Lot
tom of nolid rock — may
ot to Dindee, ad ith that bottom rocky
bluffson ench side sufficiently lofty to formuatu-
us of fwhich 0 approach
iigo at 4 fitting elovution.
Mugdrum, and  ndeed

and the bel of th
Wiy ol thin, ing the raileay st

from the high weound ou the
¥igh g dn 15, Rl
at such & leight an to allow the
ol st gt beneath ! The place seems
to been made on work
‘.m.umm There ia c o of
the river o ia Duadso, bt
which s ove diflclty i gttng e than
would i stored in_ some  Nottiwgbery

cause wnaccommodated ; for the interpy
a forry is fatal to rogularity und high speed. Tt
would, fndecd, be & short-sighted thing to baso
y ¢ ’cululmn oA of ke e
uihy the present rostricted trafic in

o Focsen ol It 5 oy of the
Vaciont vllvay stationst Seotasd will w\.m
on the diree route hrongl
there is made a rapid and straight comunuica-
tion through n district previously insulated, and
out of the way of all such commuvications, the
line creates a trade for itself, and the pro-
viouly drowsy and slmowt nnmuvnhh ‘popu-
ktien o T
ro of their life upon ool 4 lighe
1596 subali;oe: sugbuiivn oles;ou:thi
side Broughty would complete the access
to Edinburgh by way of Queensferry,
aud with the two in operation, Fife
would mo longer be the jogtrot time-
temper-trging place for _travellers
would cense to be
a3 the great unapproachable ; pok 2 sailors coming
to Dundee from the South would hav
sion to bless their eyes at finding a railway
voyage to resemblo s0 much in its bends and
doubles the doubling of the Cape.
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